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                 S Y L L A B U S 

 

 

This class focuses on helping students develop or improve functional skills in several areas to 

help them more fully participate in their school, home, and community environments. 

 

Areas of importance are determined from students’ current IEPs and their present levels of 

performance, and include but are not limited to the following: 

 

Communication: Students will improve/increase their use of expressive speech, sign, or picture 

communication symbols to enable them to request items/activities they need or desire to make 

choices, and to interact with other individuals. Students will also improve their receptive 

communication skills by increasing the number of spoken, written or pictorial symbols they 

understand and can identify.  

 

Daily Living: Activities in this area will help learners become more independent by increasing 

skills in eating, toileting, dressing, and completing simple household chores such as preparing 2-

3 step recipes, sorting laundry, and keeping the classroom environment orderly.  

 

Motor Development: As recommended and demonstrated by the physical therapist, 

occupational therapist; students prescribed therapy will complete exercises with assistance from 

the educational staff and per the schedule set up by the IEP team. These exercises will enable the 

student to become stronger, healthier, and more independent by increasing or maintaining both 

gross and fine motor skills.  

 

Cognition: Students will increase their skills to functionally participate in their school, home and 

community by actively engaging in tasks that utilize basic academics such as using numbers, 

letters, words.  

 

Social: All students will be encouraged to interact with other students and staff, given guidance 

on how to respond appropriately in a variety of settings, and given practice on learning how to 

wait, take turns and share materials with others. It is believed that by increasing or improving 

these skills, students will be able to be actively involved in their surroundings and have a more 

positive relationship with their families, friends, school staff and peers.  
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Evaluation and Assessment: Each student will be monitored and evaluated on a weekly basis to 

determine amount of progress being made, any adjustments that may be needed or resolve any 

difficulties, the student may be having. In addition, parents and /or guardians will be informed on 

a regular basis, in writing, progress report or by a documented phone call, as to how their child is 

performing. The AIMS-A Science will be completed for those in Sophomores and MSAA for 

Juniors.  

 

 

Classroom Management: All students will be expected to follow rules and classroom rules. Part 

of a student’s learning is that there are consequences for their actions. Management strategies 

will include; 

 

1. When a student finishes the tasks requested of him/her, he/she may choose an activity to 

do for 10-15 minutes (listen to music, look at books and magazines, use of computer, 

etc..) 

 

2. When a student does not complete a task within the time given, then a verbal or pictorial 

reminder that he will not get to choose a favorite object or activity; then an appropriate 

amount of additional time will be given to complete the task.  

 

3. When a student becomes uncooperative or abusive, he will be removed from the activity 

area and placed in a “cool-down/time out” area for 3-5 minutes (or as determined to be 

appropriate). During this time, the student will be provided with a short calming activity 

to help them regain self-control (rocking, swinging, just sitting quietly, etc..) He will then 

be brought back to complete the task. 

 

As every student has specific needs and may experience deficits in sensory processing; a variety 

of strategies may be used such as weighted vests, ball chairs, beanbag chairs, or other methods to 

lessen stressors and allow a student to be successful.  


